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Taking the Lead: 
Rural Innovation, Integration, Investment, and Impact
Battelle for Kids and the Ohio, Kentucky, and West Virginia Departments of Education are pleased to partner together for 
the third annual Rural Education National Forum, an interactive and collaborative learning experience.

The Rural Education National Forum was created to bring rural education leaders together to help reshape the rural economy, enrich 
the quality of life, own the future of learning, and prepare rural communities to be successful in a highly competitive, complex, and 
ever-changing world.

The 2015 Forum will provide attendees with powerful examples of rural investment and innovation that positively impact 
student growth and achievement and foster collaboration around best practices and policies.
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INNOVATION
At the heart of successful, 

innovative designs are 
creative and inspiring uses 

of materials, technology, 
leadership strategies, 

and best practices. 
Hear from rural leaders 

and practitioners as they 
share innovative ideas 

that will inspire and 
empower attendees.

INVESTMENT
Partnerships among 

business, philanthropy, 
education, government, and  
the community are fueling 

investments in rural 
communities like never 

before. Learn how the right 
blend of initiative, resilience, 

and thoughtful planning 
are generating signs of 

revitalization in rural schools 
and communities.

IMPACT
Real, scalable, and 
sustainable change 

comes to those who are 
persistent to the point that 
progress is observable and 

measurable. Learn from 
leaders and practitioners 

who will share their 
successes and challenges 

in moving the needle 
forward in their districts, 

schools, and communities.

INTEGRATION
Collaborative and integrative 
thinking helps rural schools 

and communities move 
away from remoteness and 
toward connectedness to 
increase student learning 

opportunities and success.
Join presenters as they share 
strategies and tools they’ve 

used to increase collaboration 
and networking with internal 

and external partners.

Learning sessions are 
designed around four 
focus areas to inspire 
and ignite positive 
change for rural 
educators, students, 
and communities.

2 bfk.org/RuralForum



General Forum Information
Registration Area
Registration and a name badge are required for all Forum events. 
When you arrive, stop by the registration area to pick up yours. 

Graduate Credit and Certificate 
of Attendance
One or two hours of graduate credit will be available to attendees 
who participate in both days of the Forum. Credit is available 
through Muskingum University for $130/semester hour. Visit 
the registration area to pick up the graduate credit paperwork. 
Certificates of Attendance will be provided to attendees who 
complete an evaluation form, which will be emailed at the end of 
the Forum. 

WiFi Access
WiFi access is available throughout the Hilton. 

Join the Twitter Conversation
Tweet about your experience throughout the Forum by using 
#RuralEdForum.

Meals & Refreshments
Breakfast, lunch, and break refreshments will be provided to all 
attendees on Monday and Tuesday.

THE RURAL EDUCATION NATIONAL 
FORUM HAS GONE MOBILE!

Schedule, Maps, Twitter, and more on your 
mobile device—completely free.

Download Guidebook on the Apple App Store or 
Android Marketplace or visit guidebook.com/getit.

1. DOWNLOAD 2. SEARCH 3. ACCESS

the Guidebook app 
on your mobile 
device or tablet

Rural Education 
National Forum

for quick and 
easy reference

3 STEPS
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Rural   
Education 
National Forum

Taking the Lead: Rural Innovation, 
Integration, Investment, and Impact 
October 26–27, 2015
Hilton Polaris • Columbus, Ohio

Schedule at a Glance

Tuesday, 
October 27 7:30–8:30 a.m. Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30–8:45 a.m.  Event Announcements

8:45–9:45 a.m. Jeannette Walls, Author, The Glass Castle

10–11 a.m. Learning Sessions

11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Learning Sessions

12:15–12:30 p.m. Networking/Exhibitor Time

12:30–1:15 p.m.  Lunch (provided) and Luncheon Remarks:
John B. King, Jr., U.S. Department of Education

1:15–2 p.m. Interactive Audience Town Hall Meeting: 
Where Rural Policy, Philanthropy, and Practice Meet

2–2:45 p.m. State Superintendents Panel

2:45–3 p.m. Closing Remarks

Monday, 
October 26 7:30–8:30 a.m.  Registration/Continental Breakfast

8:30–8:45 a.m. Welcome/Event Announcements

8:45–9:30 a.m. Jim Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids

9:30–10:30 a.m. Jessica Meacham, National Rural Teacher of the Year

10:45–11:45 a.m. Learning Sessions

11:45 a.m.–12:15 p.m. Networking/Exhibitor Time

12:15–12:45 p.m. Lunch (provided)

12:45–1:15 p.m. Luncheon Remarks: Roberto J. Rodríguez, 
U.S. Department of Education

1:30–2:30 p.m. Learning Sessions

2:45–3:45 p.m. Marguerite Roza, Director, Edunomics Lab, 
Georgetown University

4–5 p.m. Viewing of Raising Bertie
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Monday, October 26, 2015

Keynote Series • 8:45‒10:30 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom

Dr. James W. Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids
Since 2001, Dr. Jim Mahoney has served as the Executive Director of Battelle for Kids, a national, 
education non-profit organization working with school district leaders and teachers to improve 
student achievement. He is passionate about improving educational opportunities for all students in 
order for them to make better lives for themselves. With more than 35 years of experience in rural 
education, including superintendent for 15 years, principal, teacher, coach, professor, and author, 
Jim is committed to improving rural education.

Dr. Richard A. Ross, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Ohio Department of Education 
The passion Dr. Richard A. Ross has for improving education for all children is rooted in his own 
rural childhood experience in northwest Ohio when a teacher inspired him to pursue a college 
degree. Dr. Ross has carried this memory throughout his career as a teacher, principal, and 
superintendent. In any education situation, Dr. Ross searches out educators who possess the gift to 
improve learning and provide inspiration. Formerly the superintendent for three Ohio school districts 
(Bryan, Ottawa-Glandorf, and Reynoldsburg), Dr. Ross believes in a child-first improvement approach 
by increasing efficiency and performance. 

Welcome/Announcements • 8:30 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom

Dr. James W. Mahoney, Executive Director, Battelle for Kids
Innovation, Investment, and Inspiration in Rural America

With nearly 12 million students attending rural schools in this country, there is an incredible 
opportunity to educate, inspire, and instill hope for these students. As educators, business and 
community leaders, philanthropists, activists, and parents, we all play a role in ensuring rural 
schools and educators are effectively preparing students for their futures—whether it be college, 
the workforce, the military, or other opportunities. 

While rural values have traditionally been grounded in the pride of hard work and self-sufficiency—
rural districts and communities across the country are seeing greater impact and the opportunity 
for long-term sustainability in effective policies and instructional practices through collaborative 
partnerships. Learn about four consortiums that are breaking the mold to encourage and inspire 
innovation, leverage investments that positively impact student achievement, and network within 
their communities—all aimed at advancing teaching and learning.

Jessica Meacham, National Rural Teacher of the Year
Recently named National Rural Teacher of the Year, Jessica Meacham is an elementary teacher with 
18 years of experience. She currently teaches first grade and co-directs district-wide technology 
initiatives in Door County, Wisconsin. Jessica’s website has served thousands of teachers worldwide, 
providing them with free teaching tips, resources, lessons, and ideas. Jessica began her teaching 
career in inner city and suburban schools in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Twelve years ago, she moved 
to rural Wisconsin, where she considers it a privilege to live and teach in a rural community. Learn 
more about her work and insights at www.jessicameacham.com.

The Power of Yes
What happens when one “yes” turns into many? In her keynote, Jessica Meacham will share how 
the Southern Door School District comes together as a community to accomplish great things.  From 
technology projects to a community walking trail and a one-room schoolhouse to formula race cars, 
the power of “yes” serves the greater good of our students, families, and community.
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Reflective, Connected, and Resilient 
Presenter: Jessica Meacham
Room: Polaris D

Motivating and engaging students starts with teachers who are reflective, connected, 
and resilient.  This session will focus on the power of personal learning networks, the 
impact of implementing personalized learning within the classroom, and the impact of 
effective technology integration.

Rural School Innovations: Helping Students be Successful in High School and 
Beyond
Presenters: Victoria Schaefer, Westat; Paul Nichols, Virginia Advanced Study 
Strategies, Inc.; Tom Fox, National Writing Project; Susan Savell, i3 BARR 
Validation Project
Room: Polaris E

Three U.S. Department of Education Investing in Innovation (i3) projects will share insights 
and lessons learned about their innovative work in rural high schools. The projects vary in 
scope and scale, and focus on the following three areas: supporting students’ transitions 
into high school; preparing them for college-level writing; and sharing responsibility for 
students’ success in math. Come hear the advice of these researchers and practitioners 
whose work is on the cutting edge of innovations in education.

Designing Career Pathways for ALL Students
Presenters: Steve Gratz and Carolyn George, Ohio Department of Education
Room: Polaris F

Discover what rural education leaders can do to create accelerated career pathways 
resulting in more students graduating from high school with a credible industry 
credential and college credit toward an associate degree.

Leadership Approaches in High Return on Investment (ROI) Rural School 
Districts
Presenter: Marguerite Roza, Edunomics Lab, Georgetown University
Room: Gemini A

Based on district leadership interview research, this session will be an interactive 
training format focused on the strategic, operational, and budgeting dynamics 
displayed in rural districts experiencing high return on investments.

Creating and Sustaining a Rural School System Collaborative
Presenter: Jon Andes, Eastern Shore of Maryland Educational Consortium and 
Salisbury University
Room: Gemini B

Founded in 1986, the Eastern Shore of Maryland Educational Consortium (ESMEC) 
has evolved to help rural school systems on the Eastern Shore of Maryland address 
common challenges. With their mission statement, “Be the economic engine of the 
Eastern Shore by graduating students that are college and career ready,” ESMEC 
supports nine rural school systems serving 65,000 students in 130 schools. This 
presentation will provide an overview of ESMEC addressing the history of the 
consortium, evolution of initiatives, current services, successes, and challenges.

Monday, October 26, 2015
Learning Sessions • 10:45‒11:45 a.m. 
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Lunch • 12:15‒12:45 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Luncheon Remarks • 12:45‒1:15 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Roberto J. Rodríguez, Deputy Assistant to the President for Education, U.S. Department of Education

Roberto J. Rodríguez serves in the White House Domestic Policy Council as Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Education. He coordinates the Administration’s education policy initiatives from early learning through 
college and career training.

Previously, Roberto was Chief Education Counsel to United States Senator Edward M. Kennedy (D-MA), 
Chairman of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee. In this capacity, he managed 
the Democratic education agenda for the Committee and led policy development and strategy for 
legislation addressing early childhood education, elementary and secondary education, higher education, 
and adult education.

Roberto began his tenure on Capitol Hill working for the Senate HELP Committee on the development of 
the No Child Left Behind Act. He has worked on various reauthorizations of federal legislation, including the 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Head Start, Child 
Care, Higher Education, and the America COMPETES Act.

Prior to working on Capitol Hill, Roberto worked as Senior Education Specialist at the National Council of 
La Raza, where he conducted research and analysis of federal and state education reform issues, as well as 
the development and evaluation of community-based education programs.

Monday, October 26, 2015

Learning Sessions • 1:30‒2:30 p.m.
Pathways to College and Career Readiness
Presenters: Glen East and Carla Evers, Gulfport School District (Mississippi)
Room: Polaris D

The Gulfport School District led a pilot program that totally redesigned their approach to secondary education. Participants will gain an 
understanding of the road map used by the district to successfully redesign the secondary educational experience for students, parents, 
and teachers.

Teachership: Creating a Culture of All Windows, No Walls
Presenters: Sam A. Rotella, Jr. and Christina Steinbacher-Reed, South Tioga School District (Pennsylvania)
Room: Polaris E

Explore how The Framework for Teachership provides a shared conceptual framework to assess current professional learning culture 
and practices. Learn specific strategies to support the Framework, such as administrator/teacher exchanges, shadowing, and 
strategy walks. Find out why this concept was selected by the U.S. Department of Education as the focus of a Teach to Lead National 
Leadership Lab.

The ABC’s of Understanding, Serving, and Inspiring Rural Students
Presenter: Vivian Franklin, Niswonger Foundation (Tennessee)
Room: Polaris F

How can rural secondary schools increase rigor through online courses, Advanced Placement courses, and dual enrollment courses? 
What does it take for 30 schools to develop a college going culture? How do you inspire rural students to believe in their dreams? Learn 
the ABCs of how these school systems partnered with the Niswonger Foundation and formed an ongoing consortium to promote and  
implement a college going culture developing partnerships with post-secondary institutions, business and industry, and other 
national organizations.

Learning Sessions • 10:45‒11:45 a.m. 
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Monday, October 26, 2015

Keynote • 2:45‒3:45 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Lessons Learned from High Return on Investment Rural School Districts
Marguerite Roza, Director, Edunomics Lab, Georgetown University

When it comes to education finance, most states have approached rural school districts as a problem of scale 
economies and talent deficiency. Schooling in rural areas, the thinking goes, is expensive and, even then, the 
outcomes are mediocre at best. This session will share recent research on rural school districts from across 
the country that are advancing educational productivity and innovation despite financial scarcity. Following 
the presentation, there will be an interactive dialogue and Q&A session with the audience.

Raising Bertie, a Kartemquin film

This feature-length documentary on youth in rural America, follows three young men over the course of 
six years as they grow into adulthood in Bertie County, a small African American-led farming community in 
North Carolina. Through the intimate portrayal of these young men, we see the issues facing America’s rural 
youth and the repercussions of a woefully underfunded rural public school system. Their stories shed light 
on the complex relationships among family, economic development, and education. Forum participants will 
get to view the pre-screen version of the film and share feedback with the film’s production staff.

Pre-Screen Showing • 4‒5 p.m. • Polaris E

Learning Sessions • 1:30‒2:30 p.m. (continued)

What’s Your District’s HR Brand? How to Attract, Hire, and 
Retain the Best Teachers
Presenters: Carol Greentree and Thom Griffith, Battelle for Kids
Room: Gemini A

Finding and hiring good teachers is something that every district 
must do well. This session will focus on how to engage in a 
transformation process to recruit new administrators and teachers 
to replace those retiring or looking for new opportunities, and 
how to use a testimonial approach featuring staff and students to 
tell your district’s story. Specific strategies and sample materials 
will be shared.

Collaboration from All Directions—North, South, East, 
and West
Presenters: Brad Mitchell, Battelle for Kids; Jon Andes, Eastern 
Shore of Maryland Educational Consortium; and Representative 
from the Ohio Appalachian Collaborative
Room: Gemini B

While rural collaboration is almost always local, there are 
some common themes, patterns, and lessons. When people 
and places come together, powerful things can happen. Hear 
stories and engage with leaders from four rural education 
collaboratives—the Ohio Appalachian Collaborative, the Vermont 
Rural Partnership, the Eastern Shore of Maryland Educational 
Consortium, and the Northwest Rural Innovation and Student 
Engagement (RISE) Network.

Tying Education to Community Development—
The Appalachian Renaissance Initiative
Presenters: Ron Daley, Kentucky Valley Educational 
Cooperative; Bryan Auxier, Paintsville Independent Schools
Room: Gemini C

The Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative (KVEC) is 
focusing on personalized learning and innovation in its Race 
to the Top “Appalachian Renaissance Initiative” grant. The 17 
school districts serve 42,000 students and 2,860 educators in 
99 schools in 14 counties of the Eastern Kentucky Mountains 
(about the geographical size of Connecticut). This presentation 
will describe the grant activities, new initiatives arising from the 
grant, and the strategies to engage the community. KVEC formed 
the Appalachian Innovations Collaborative (AIC) so community 
members, higher education, and all stakeholders have an open 
dialogue and interaction with the schools. The AIC is a vehicle to 
tie K-12 education to community and economic growth.
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The Glass Castle: Q&A Session 
Presenter: Jeannette Walls
Room: Polaris D

In this session, participants will have the opportunity to learn 
more about Jeannette Walls, engage in a lively discussion around 
issues and ideas shared in her keynote, and how to look at our 
flaws as assets.

Your Learning. Your Future.
Presenters: Charity Dodd and Maria Boyarko, Battelle for Kids; 
Randy Lucas, Barnesville Local School District; Bobbi Jo Johnson 
and Jennifer Bohach, Switzerland of Ohio Local School District
Room: Polaris E 

The Ohio Appalachian Collaborative (OAC) Straight A project is 
a partnership between 27 rural districts and Battelle for Kids 
designed to accelerate student access to advanced learning and 
effective instruction through a personalized pathways system 
for grades 6–12. Learn about strategies and lessons learned 
overcoming the rural opportunity gap, amplifying the local 
talent pipeline, and establishing a sustainable collaborative.

Energizing Our Next Generation Workforce in Rural Ohio 
Communities: Ohio’s Young Entrepreneurs Consortium
Presenters: Mike Bayer, Stark County Educational Service 
Center; Barb Funk, Mid-East Career and Technical Centers; 
Dawn Campanelli, Junior Achievement
Room: Polaris F

The 12-county region that spans Northeast to Southeast Ohio 
along the Appalachian rim has built a 31-partner consortium, 
comprised of 15 local school districts and 16 community/
business partnerships. The Young Entrepreneurs Consortium 
engages today’s students to create a flow of young entrepreneurs 
who will lead a strong Ohio workforce into the 21st century. Learn 
how this consortium has developed competitive work-based 
learning opportunities for its nearly 27,000 students, leveraging 
Marietta College’s Entrepreneurship Camp, The Ohio Science 
Academy’s Believe in Ohio Program, and Junior Achievement’s 
partnerships across the state.

Higher Education and P-12 Collaborating in Central Appalachia 
Presenters: Will Kayatin, Kentucky Valley Educational 
Cooperative; Larry Joe Begley and Karen DeRossett, Allen Central 
High School, Floyd County Schools
Room: Gemini A
Through the Appalachian Higher Education Consortium (AHEC), 
the Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative (KVEC) and nine 
universities and colleges that serve the Eastern Region of Kentucky 
have engaged in a partnership over the past two years to enhance 
instructional leadership and promote teacher efficacy. Through 
Perpetuating Excellence in Teaching, Leadership and Learning 
(PETLL)—KVEC’s proprietary continuous school improvement 
program—professors, school administrators, and teachers have 
worked alongside each other to support and inform their collective 
work. When PETLL is implemented with fidelity, there is a positive 
impact on student performance and success.

A Partnership Approach to Developing STEM Skills for 
Teachers and Students
Presenters: John White, Former Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Rural Outreach, U.S. Department of Education; Barbara Peterson, 
Northwest Learning and Achievement Group; Linda Ortenzo, 
Carnegie Science Center
Room: Gemini B
States, local education agencies, and nonprofit and philanthropic 
organizations are partnering to increase learning opportunities in 
science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) in distant and 
remote rural schools. Learn from different approaches being taken to 
equip students and teachers in rural areas with the STEM skills that 
employers and entrepreneurs need.

Decreasing Dropouts Through Innovation Zones
Presenters: Jill Newman and Michele Blatt, West Virginia 
Department of Education
Room: Gemini C
Learn how Innovation Zones are transforming education for rural 
students. Innovation Zones are a school/community collaborative 
driven by data to ensure students receive a quality education. Schools 
and/or districts receive funding and flexibility from West Virginia 
Code and policy to best meet the needs of their school and students. 
Utilizing our Early Warning System and the Community Schools 
Framework, rural communities are able to identify their at-risk 
students and put a comprehensive system in place to meet the needs 
of the whole child and family. 

Tuesday, October 27, 2015
Event Announcements • 8:30-8:45 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Keynote • 8:45‒9:45 a.m. • Polaris Ballroom
The Glass Castle: Demon Hunting and Other Life Lessons 
Jeannette Walls, New York Times Best-Selling Author

Jeannette Walls will discuss her compelling memoir, The Glass Castle, by sharing anecdotes from her childhood 
and from throughout her life. Jeannette’s success was built upon a childhood filled with hardship, misfortune, 
and poverty. Neglected, yet challenged by her parents to dream big, Jeannette tells the story of her younger 
years, and how she eventually left West Virginia at the age of 16 to attend college and pursue writing. Her 
message of confronting your past and facing your fears resonates with audiences everywhere. Walls explains 
that we all have more in common than we think and our flaws are our greatest assets. Her story of inspiration 
has been shared all around the world, providing hope in the midst of adversity.

Learning Sessions • 10‒11 a.m. 
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Learning Sessions • 11:15 a.m.‒12:15 p.m. 

Upper Cumberland Rural STEM Initiative and 
Pathways to Prosperity
Presenter: Sally Pardue, Oakley STEM Center
Room: Polaris D

The Upper Cumberland Rural STEM Initiative is a regional 
model for collaborative, sustainable action that is meeting 
STEM education needs in rural Tennessee schools. Pathways to 
Prosperity is a national model for career and college readiness 
motivated by a local view of what connects K-12 students 
and families to postsecondary options for a direct path to 
employment in local work opportunities. An insider’s view of 
how the complex interactions with area business, industry, and 
community organizations play out on a daily basis will be shared. 
Connecting STEM learning to workforce development needs 
offers teachers and schools, as well as students and families the 
benefits and challenges of integrating problem- and/or work-
based learning in rural schools.

Promoting Student Leadership in a Rural Area
Presenters: Patrick Klein, Christopher Dutton, and Benjamin 
Scragg, iBelieve Foundation
Room: Polaris E

The iBELIEVE Foundation develops college-going student leaders 
in Appalachia, specifically focusing on 21st century skills—
leadership, communication, and problem solving. Through 
innovative programming, the Foundation helps students develop 
a positive sense of identity, self-awareness about their strengths, 
and hope for the future. In this session, presenters will share 
how iBELIEVE has integrated itself into the fabric of Appalachian 
education, and how it has sought strategic investments as it 
strives to impact the students of Ohio, West Virginia, and beyond.

Examining a Dual Enrollment and Teacher Credentialing 
Pathway System: Building a Successful Future for 
Rural Students
Presenters: Mike Bayer, Stark County Educational Service 
Center; Sheri Schulte, University of Akron; Becky Miller, Minerva 
and Osnaburg Local Schools
Room: Polaris F

Dual enrollment is a 21st century priority in Ohio. Learn how one 
Ohio consortium has built an entrepreneurship pathway aligned 
to all 16 of Ohio’s career fields. The pathway includes 12-hour, 
15-hour, 32-hour, and 64-hour stackable certifications and 
degree programs through Stark State College. Additionally, the 
University of Akron has collaborated with Stark State to build an 
MBA program that aligns with the entrepreneurship pathway so 
that high school teachers can teach dual enrollment courses for 
their students.

Mindset Matters! Cultivating Hope, Engagement, and 
Student Success
Presenters: Jamie Meade, Battelle for Kids; Representative from 
the Ohio Appalachian Collaborative
Room: Gemini A 

In this interactive session, participants will explore the research-
based connections between hope, engagement, and a growth 
mindset. Through this exploration, participants will be invited 
to share experiences, practices, and strategies utilized to foster a 
sense of agency and positive dispositions in the rural setting among 
students and their teachers. Participants from the Ohio Appalachian 
Collaborative (OAC) will share their experiences with implementing 
and using The Student Experience Survey to capture and respond to 
student feedback related to hope and engagement.

Developing a Rural Research Agenda 
Presenters: Tori Cirks, REL Midwest; Marsha Lewis, 
Voinovich School of Leadership and Public Affairs, Ohio 
University; Erin Joyce, Battelle for Kids; John E. Hill, Purdue 
University and the National Rural Education Association
Room: Gemini B

Join the Regional Educational Laboratory (REL) Midwest Rural 
Research Alliance for an interactive session focused on developing 
a rural research agenda. Learn about how you can use this research 
agenda in your own work and how it will inform the work of the 
alliance in the coming years. Participants will leave with a set of 
research questions and an understanding of the various data sources 
and collection methods they can use to answer them. REL Midwest 
is part of a network of 10 regional educational laboratories funded 
by the U.S. Department of Education’s Institute of Education Sciences 
(IES). The REL Midwest Rural Research Alliance aims to increase 
awareness of rural-specific issues related to postsecondary access 
and success in the Midwest and help improve stakeholder capacity to 
most effectively target resources for rural populations.

Fostering Collaboration Among Rural Districts Regarding 
Themes Found in State Equity Plans
Presenters: Equitable Access Support Network (EASN) Team
Room: Gemini C

This session is targeted for education leaders from rural schools 
and districts with the aim to foster collaborations and partnerships 
between participants who share similar contexts and who can share 
experiences with strategies that address issues of access to excellent 
educators for poor and minority rural students. Experts from EASN 
will summarize patterns and themes related to rural contexts 
across State Equity Plans, such as root causes that states identify as 
contributing to equity gaps and strategies that states are planning 
to implement in order to address equity gaps. Focusing on these 
themes, EASN experts will facilitate a discussion among participants 
related to their successes, challenges they have overcome, and 
supports they need for successful implementation of strategies for 
ensuring poor and minority students in rural areas have equitable 
access to excellent educators.

Tuesday, October 27, 2015
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Lunch and Luncheon Remarks
12:30‒1:15 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom

MEET THE NEXT U.S. SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
John B. King, Jr., Senior Advisor Delegated Duties of Deputy Secretary of Education, 
U.S. Department of Education

John assumed this position in January 2015. In this role, he oversees a broad range of management, policy, 
and program functions. Prior to his arrival at the Department, King served as the commissioner of education 
for the state of New York, where he served as chief executive officer of the State Education Department 
and as president of the University of the State of New York (USNY). As commissioner of education, King 
worked with the Board of Regents to pursue an ambitious education reform agenda spanning many facets 
of education: implementing college- and career-ready standards; redesigning teacher and school leader 
evaluations to incorporate student learning growth; supporting teachers and school leaders through strong 
professional development, access to rich instructional resources, and innovative educator career ladder 
models; investing in high-quality early learning; expanding career and technical education in high-demand 
fields; and increasing educational opportunity for students in the highest-need communities. Under King’s 
leadership, New York deepened collaboration between the state’s P–12 schools and its institutions of 
higher education, including strengthening teacher and principal preparation, raising the bar for teacher and 
principal certification, and creating partnerships to expand the state’s P–20 data system.
John will replace Arne Duncan as the new U.S. Secretary of Education when Duncan leaves his post 

1:15–2 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Interactive Audience Town Hall Meeting:
Where Rural Policy, Philanthropy, and Practice Meet

It is possible that no two things can jointly change the landscape 
of rural education like policy and philanthropy. This interactive 
dialogue between presenters and attendees will examine the 
important role that these factors play and explore their possible 
impact and influence of when they intersect.

2–2:45 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
State Superintendents Panel
Join leaders from states with large rural student populations, 
as they share their perspectives and candid insights regarding 
rural education, including some of their greatest challenges 
and successes.
Moderator: John Hill, Executive Director, National Rural 
Education Association 
Panelists: June Atkinson, State Superintendent, North Carolina
Jillian Balow, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Wyoming
Terry Holliday, Former Commissioner of Education, Kentucky
Richard Ross, Superintendent of Public Instruction, Ohio

2:45–3 p.m. • Polaris Ballroom
Closing Remarks

Tuesday, October 27, 2015
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Let’s work together to help your 
students achieve higher success!

For more information visit mheonline.com/insider 
or call 800-334-7344 today!

Thank You!

Breakfast Sponsor 
Monday, October 26

Scholarship Sponsors
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Accelerate reading gains 
for all of your students. 

For more information, contact:

Stacey Thomas 
614-578-4213 
stacey.thomas@achieve3000.com

Achieve3000® offers the only online literacy solutions that reach all 
students one-on-one at their individual reading levels to:

  • More than double reading gains
  • Boost high-stakes test performance
  • Accelerate college and career readiness

More than 2.5X expected gains for OH students
when used at least twice weekly

Completed Achieve3000 
Sessions

 
2013–14 Ohio Lexile Study 

3 

Executive Summary 
 

Ohio Lexile Growth  
 
2.5X expected reading gains 
for Ohio students with regular program 
use3 
 
The number of reading sessions that a student 
completes on Achieve3000 is a statistically 
significant predictor of his or her Lexile 
performance growth, on average. 4 Ohio 
students using the program with suggested 
frequency (i.e., an average of two or more 
times per week) exceeded their expected 
Lexile growth by an average of 88 points.  
 

 

 

 

 

  Key Findings  
 

 On average, Ohio students using the 
program with suggested frequency (i.e., 
completing at least two reading sessions per 
week, on average) achieved more than two 
and a half times the Lexile growth expected 
with typical instruction.  

 
 Ohio students who scored 75% or higher on 

the multiple choice activity made the greatest 
Lexile growth on average, three times the 
expected growth norms.  

 With regular program use, Ohio struggling 
readers (students reading two or more 
years below grade level) made more than 
two and half times their expected growth, 
on average. 

 Ohio special education students using the 
program with suggested frequency made 
more than two times their expected 
growth, on average. 

   

                                                           
3 Regular use is defined as a minimum of two sessions per week, on average, throughout the school year. Achieve3000 is designed 
to be used with this frequency. 
4 F( 1, 5818) = 169.9, p < 0.0001 
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Ask about our new Ohio Edition for OST and OGT
success

http://www.achieve3000.com
http://ohyes.ohio.gov
http://ohyes.ohio.gov
http://www.achieve3000.com


Exhibitors

Special Welcome to Reagan B.
2014-15 Fuel Up To Play 60 Student Ambassador
West Fairmont Middle School 
Marion County, West Virginia
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SAVE THE DATES
October 13–15, 2016

Ohio Union at 
The Ohio State University

2016 Rural Education National Forum
Including the 108th Annual National Rural Education 
Association (NREA) Meeting & Research Symposium

15bfk.org/RuralForum
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Tweet! Tweet! 
Join the conversation.
#RuralEdForum 

About Battelle for Kids
Battelle for Kids is a national, not-for-profit organization dedicated to moving education 
forward for students by supporting the educators who work with them every day. Our 
mission-driven team of education, communications, technology, and business professionals 
provides innovative services, solutions, and products that empower teachers, develop leaders, 
and improve school systems to ensure pathways to success for every student. Learn how we 
move education forward at www.BattelleforKids.org.

About ODE
The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) oversees the state’s public education system, which 
includes public school districts, joint vocational school districts and charter schools. The 
Department also monitors educational service centers, other regional education providers, 
early learning and childcare programs, and private schools.

About KDE
 The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) is a service agency of the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. The Department provides resources and guidance to Kentucky’s public schools and 
districts as they implement the state’s P-12 education requirements. The Department also 
serves as the state liaison for federal education requirements and funding opportunities.

About WVDE
The West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) provides a statewide system of education 
that ensures all students graduate from high school prepared for success in high-quality 
postsecondary opportunities in college and/or careers.

SAVE THE DATES
October 13–15, 2016

Ohio Union at 
The Ohio State University

2016 Rural Education National Forum
Including the 108th Annual National Rural Education 
Association (NREA) Meeting & Research Symposium

http://education.ohio.gov/



